A Cunning Plan! - Membrane as a Weed Suppressant

When we got the plot last year in September 2016 it was covered in thistles and couch grass. The
thistles we just uprooted but couch is more difficult to eradicate. As we both work we do not have a
lot of time to constantly be on top of weeds and we do not like poisoning an area we are going to
eat. So we had a "Cunning Plan" and decided to try and dig out as much couch grass as possible then
cover with membrane over the winter to try and control it.

We dug the plots over and removed the couch.

We covered the area with membrane which would allow water in but keep light out and hopefully
control the couch. This section of membrane went down on 9th October 2016.

On the 26th March 2017 nearly 6 months later we started to remove the membrane, would our
"Cunning Plan" work?

Our initial impressions looked favourable, there are weeds there but what type?

Most of the weeds were sickly looking dandelions and thistles with a little bit of couch grass.

Close by I had tossed some couch grass into a box where it has lain exposed to the elements for 6
months with no soil and still it survives!

7 April 2017 this section of membrane had been down 6 months it came up to reveal a lot of small
thistles but importantly no couch grass!

6 months ago thistles and couch grass.

This section of membrane when removed after 6 months revealed lots of small thistles but no couch
grass.

A section which was half covered by membrane the right hand side is much darker showing how it
allowed the moisture to penetrate, the left side had no membrane cover.
Good Points:
The couch grass growth is severely restricted by the lack of light.
Any residual weeds are easy to remove.
The soil is very easy to turn over after removing the membrane.
You can tackle other jobs and know the weeds are not growing wild.
The soil retains its moisture.
Bad Points:
Cost of the membrane
Overall I am happy with the experiment.
Thanks
Baldrick

